Subsidized Housing


Types of Subsidized Housing: 

Section 8 Vouchers 

Public Housing  

Other Subsidized 

Public Housing Atlanta Housing Authority Properties

Properties owned or managed by a local Housing Authority, with rent based on 30% of household's income or approved flat rents. The apartments are located in senior communities, family communities and mixed income communities. Apply directly at the community or communities where you wish to live. You cannot apply to these properties at the Housing Authority or any other central office.  

Other Subsidized

Properties not owned or managed by a local Housing Authority with rent based on 30% of household's income. To apply directly contact the property manager. On the lists you will see BOI that means the rental cost of the property is based on the tenant's monthly income. No pre-approval is needed to be able to apply

Section 8 Vouchers

Properties that accept a section 8 voucher, contact these properties once you have a section 8 voucher. Listings of available properties are updated weekly at the local Housing Authority. Call or visit the office for a list of single homes or apartments that accept the voucher. Any landlord may accept the voucher. 

.

  Most housing subsidizes are in the form of Section 8 Housing (Housing Choice Programs), which can either be project based or tenant-based housing.  

*What is Section 8 (Housing Choice) and how can I apply?

 The Section 8 Program is a federally funded rent subsidy program for lower income persons. The local housing authority (HA) receives funds from HUD to administer the Section 8 Program. The HA determines your eligibility for the program and the amount of the rental assistance payment.   You are required to pay 30% of your adjusted income for rent. If the HA determines that your family is eligible, it will issue you a rental voucher or certificate. You are then responsible for finding a suitable rental unit of your own choice, provided that it meets minimum standards of health and safety, as determined by the HA. Contact your local HA for more information or to apply for the Section 8 program. For further assistance contact the HUD office nearest to you or visit their website (www.hud.gov/section8.html) for Section 8 Program information. 

*Who qualifies for the Section 8 (Housing Choice) Program?  

       Single persons, families, or elderly or disabled persons qualify for the program.  *You and all of the   

       members of your household must pass a criminal background screening that has a five-year 

       limitation on convictions for felonious drug and violent criminal activity.  This means that if you 

       or anyone living in your home has been convicted of a felony relating to drugs or violence in the   

       past five years, you are not eligible to receive subsidized housing.
*How does a person apply for the Section 8 (Housing Choice) Program?

       There are four steps.  

1) The head of household’s name must be placed on a waiting list.

2) Once selected from the waiting list, a formal application to the program must be completed.     

       You must be able to provide the following information: income verification, family  

        composition, and social security numbers for all family members.  If you do not have 

        this information ready and available, you will have to wait longer.

3) The applicant must attend a briefing on rules, regulations, and family obligations.  If you miss this meeting, you may have to be put back on the waiting list.  Do not miss your briefing.

4) The voucher is issued at the briefing.

*Do Section 8 (Housing Choice) leases expire?

       Section 8 leases are open-ended, which means they never expire; however, they can be terminated.             

       The initial term of the lease is one year.

*How long can a family remain on the Section 8 (Housing Choice) Program?

Families can remain on the Section 8 (Housing Choice) program as long as their income entitles them to a rent subsidy and they remain in compliance with their family obligations under the program; and as long as HUD funds the program.

*What type of housing qualifies for Section 8 (Housing Choice)?

Any house, apartment, duplex, triplex, condominium, elderly high-rise, or handicap accessible unit that is decent, safe, and sanitary with a proposed contract rent within certain reasonable limits qualifies for Section 8 (Housing Choice).
SECTION 8 (HOUSING CHOICE) RESOURCES ON THE 'NET

www.hud.gov
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development Homepage

www.hud.gov/sec8/georgia.html
Section 8 "Project-Based" Property Listings in Georgia

www.hud.gov/section8.html





Section 8 Program Fact Sheet 

http://www.hud.gov/faqs/faqrenting.cfm
Questions and Answers: Rental Help                 

www.dca.state.ga.us
Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs Homepage

www.dca.state.ga.us/housing/rental.html
Rental Assistance - Section 8 Program Description
Community Housing Resource Center
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