 

AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING TIP SHEET

Frequently asked questions about key AFFORDABLE HOUSING terms 



What is Area Median Income? 
Area Median Income refers to the middle or midpoint income for a particular area. The term is used to estimate the "average" income for a particular area. 
What is Low Income in Atlanta? 
      According to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 2002 Income Limits        f
for Very low-income (50% of Median) for 1 Person $24,900 and 4 Persons $35,600.   
What is Affordable Housing? 
Affordable Housing is a vague term generally defined as housing where the occupant pays no more than 30% of gross income for total housing costs, including utilities. 
What is Public Housing? 
Public Housing is housing which a Public Housing Authority operates. A background check is required in all Public Housing buildings. 
What is a Public Housing Authority? 
A Public Housing Authority is a public agency created by state or local government to finance or operate low-income housing. 
I've heard that Section 8 helps low-income people with their rent. What is Section 8 and how can I apply? 
The Section 8 Program is a federally funded rent subsidy program for lower income persons. The local housing authority (HA) receives funds from HUD to administer the Section 8 Program. The HA determines your eligibility for the program and the amount of the rental assistance payment. You are required to pay 30% of your adjusted income for rent. If the HA determines that your family is eligible, it will issue you a rental voucher or certificate. You are then responsible for finding a suitable rental unit of your own choice, provided that it meets minimum standards of health and safety, as determined by the HA. Contact your local HA for more information or to apply for the Section 8 program. For further assistance contact the HUD office nearest to you or visit their website for Section 8 Program information. 

BOI?

Based On Income means that your rent will be (in most cases) 30% of your gross monthly income. 

  
What is an SRO? 
An SRO, or Single Room Occupancy, is a building in which tenants occupy single private spaces yet generally share cooking facilities and/or bathrooms. 
What is Transitional Housing? 
Transitional Housing is that which assists people transition from homelessness to greater independence and self-sufficiency. Typically, a person/family who is homeless will move into transitional housing as part of a comprehensive program with self-sufficiency as the end goal. Transitional housing usually offers supportive services like job training/assistance, GED preparation/tutoring, childcare services and/or referrals, budget/financial management workshops, etc. In most cases, persons/families pay a modest fee or percentage of their income for rent. Short-term housing may be 60-90 days while long-term housing may allow for residency up to 2 years. 

Personal Care Homes and Nursing Homes:

Personal Care Homes or Residential Care Homes are group living arrangements that provide staff supervised meals, housekeeping personal car, and private or shared sleeping rooms. These facilities are generally licensed and must meet design and operating standards, including minimum staff requirements. 

Nursing Homes provide 24-hour medical care if you are frail and need nursing care services or have a disabling chronic condition. 

In the research that I have done there are few affordable personal care homes and even fewer affordable nursing homes. The least expensive nursing care homes cost $85/day ($2550/mo). If you would like more information regarding Nursing Homes in the metro Atlanta area, please call the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Aging Division 404-463-3100 and ask for a listing of Nursing Homes in the price range that you can afford in the county in which you are interested



WHERE DO I START LOOKING FOR RENTAL HOUSING? 

1. Affordable Housing Hotline - The Community Housing Resource Center (CHRC) maintains a hotline with pre-recorded information on rental housing as well as other housing-related topics. Call the Hotline at (404) 222-2739. 

2. Housing Resource Lists - Following are nonprofit organizations which provide a list of affordable rental housing: 
Task Force for the Homeless (Atlanta/Fulton/DeKalb) - (404) 589-9495 
Gwinnett Housing Resource Partnership - (770) 448-0702 
Cobb Family Resources - (770) 428-2601 
Housing Initiative of North Fulton - (770) 642-9185 
Atlanta Urban League - (404) 659-1150 

3. Affordable Housing Directory - The CHRC maintains a directory of nonprofit organizations, government entities, and for-profit corporations that own and manage affordable rental housing. Search the Affordable Housing Directory Online for contact information for the various organizations and agencies. 

4. Classified Ads - Search the classified section of your local newspaper where you may find housing that falls into your price range (Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Creative Loafing, etc.) 

5. Apartment Finder Magazines/Newspapers - Check a nearby newsstand for a stack...For Rent and Apartment Guide are popular choices. 

6. Apartment Finder Services - You may only find a few affordable properties through these services, but it doesn't hurt to have someone else assisting with your search! 
Search the Yellow Pages for free apartment locator services; Visit the Apartment Locators page on HUD's website; Use a search engine to find apartment locator websites - enter key words such as "apartment finder", "apartment locator", etc. 

7. Drive/Walk Around - Simply driving/walking around particular neighborhoods is another option, especially if you are looking for a house to rent. Before you rent, or buy for that matter, drive around your prospective neighborhood at night. Since most people work during the day, you may not get an accurate picture of the neighborhood then. You're likely to get a better picture of the complex and/or neighborhood if you visit at night when most people are at home. You might see people working on their cars in the parking lot, people sitting on their decks talking; you might hear music blaring, kids playing outside, etc. ...all things to consider before you make a commitment to live in a particular neighborhood. 

8. Referrals - Ask your friend and family members if they have any recommendations. You could find out about vacancies before even the landlord knows! 

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW BEFORE I SIGN A LEASE? 

The University of Massachusetts' Commuter Services and Housing Resource Center (CSHRC) has compiled a list of basic (often-overlooked) questions for potential tenants to ask before signing a lease. Before you rent, ask the property managers about the availability/condition of amenities, property maintenance, security, condition of appliances, surrounding neighborhood, accessibility, etc. and read QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN RENTING. 

· Visit the Landlord and Tenant Legal Center at nolo.com. Learn about landlord and tenant rights and responsibilities. The Legal Encyclopedia covers topics such as Leases/Rental Agreements, Tenant Selection & Housing Discrimination, Rent & Security Deposits, Repairs, Evictions, etc. See if your question is asked in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section... 

Your questions and comments on this and other CHRC web pages are more than welcome. Thank you for your interest in the CHRC!
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